Pupil assessment

Do you know how all of your pupils feel about school? Not just those who
volunteer for everything or who attract your attention for the Wrong reasons.
Brian Lightman explains how St Cyres School in Penarth found the PASS
pupil attitude survey a powerful tool in understandrng the answers.
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Pupil assessment

Summary of Factors Used in PASS Survey

Feelings about school eg. “Tam
happy when | am at school *
Perceived leaming capability: How
positive and successful students
feel in their specific capabilities as
learners e.g. "l can read well”
Seli-regard: The impact of learning
on their seff-concept more generally
£4g “Learning is difficult”
Approach to leaming situations:
How prepared they feel to meet a
particular lsaming situation, including
metacognitive and study skills g, 1
know how to be a good leames”
Attitude to teachers

gl like my teachers”

Artitude to attendance at school eg. "Td
rather be somewhere else than in school”
Attitude to work demands made

upon themn by the curriculum and

its delivery: Specific motivation 1o
undertake and complete work set in
schoal e.g. 1 am bored at school*

Identifying Pupils at Risk (Traffic Lights)

7 7.3

7 716

i
:

957 787

724 781

® detail using a large and reliable
standardised sample from a large
number of other schools.

We prepared the pupils for
the survey by telling them in
assembly time and school council
meetings why we were using it.

It was important to present it
as something which would be
a useful conversation topic for
all of us and could help us to
make our school 2 better place.
Confidentiality was emphasised

Saffice it to say that the application
of the survey proved remarkably
easy in spite of limited ICT facilities
and the complexities of a split
site. My view would be that if we
managed it any school could.

The pupils took the survey very
seriously and enjoyed completing
the online questionnaire. Learning
support assistants gave technical help
to the children with special needs.

Omnly two pupils made mistakes
like forgetting to submit their
surnames and the system enabled
us to identify them later.

Using the data
The results surpassed our wildest
expectations and instigated a debate
across the whole staff. It was one of
the most powerful I can remember
in terms of school improvement.

The data influenced our school
development plan, our understanding
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of individual pupils and the trends
within different year groups.

The data arrived as a detailed
report analysing the results by vear
group, gender, and ethnicity.

We received also a fascinating risk
assessment of each pupil showing
their percentile score according to
each factor and indicating which
pupils are most likely to have
prablems at school (Table 2

All of this data was provided on
CD as well as in printed form and we
placed it on our intranet for staff to
view. Many were glued to it for hours.

Accuracy

I'he power of this data was
extraordinary. We were amazed
that a paper survey could be so
accurate in pinpointing almost

all of those pupils who have been
challenging or would prove later 1o
have major difficulties in school.

Not only did the survey
identify existing problems but
has proved extremely accurate in
discovering potential problems.

One teacher identified a bullying
problem as a direct result of looking
at the risk assessment and noting
a trend which worried her enough
to investigate it with a pugpil.

We have used this data in student
interviews and in meetings with
parents. Qur youth support worker
has been able to tackle issues

58.8 73.0
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PUPIL ATTITUDES
TO SELF & SCHOOL

EVERY Child should matter— BUT do they?

Profile Pupil Attitudes to
Self & School with PASS

With PASS you can:

o Develop o AEAL understonding of EVERY student

® Encouroge earky identification of students ot risk

» [dentify leomer dimote strengths of sk

= Buid stoff motivotion cnd confidence

& Promote colioborobion with porents ond other ogendes

® Reduce exdusons

» indrease oltoininent. ochisvement ond ottendoncs

® Develop o heolthier, sofer school environment

You will appreciate:

= Confidential online/Server based profiling

= Cost effective. high quolity senice

& Enjoipobie, simple. 15 minute ossessments

* Rigorous nobional bendhmarking

= informobion on student, group and whole schoal

& instont onine nterpretobion/odvice 24/7

& Developed in partnership wsth schools,
universinies ond LERs

Use PASS for:

® Development plonning and
ousmiculm review

» CFSTED 'S4 ond neiw inspection
fromework

» Tronsfer, transtion and re-intengrotion work

= Personalised lkeaming plons

* Resource ollocotion e.g. keoming mentors

From the #1
specialist in student
attitude profiling

0870 442 4519
enquiries(@pass-survey.com
CALL to find out N
about a free g5,
PASS seminar

near you

@ ) CURRICULUMONLINE

Fu




